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EIP-AGRI Network in a nutshell 

1. REGULATION (EU) No 1305/2013 ----- Art.53 

 Aims:  

 Facilitate the exchange of expertise and good practices.  

 Establish a dialogue between farmers and the research community. 

 Facilitate the inclusion of all stakeholders in the knowledge exchange process.  

 Specific tasks: 

 Provide a help desk function and provide information to key actors concerning the EIP.  

 Encourage the setting up of operational groups and provide information about the 
opportunities provided by Union policies.  

 Facilitate the setting up of cluster initiatives and pilot or demonstration projects. 

 Collect and disseminate information in the field of the EIP, including research findings and new 
technologies relevant to innovation and knowledge exchange and exchanges in the field of 
innovation with third countries.  

 
 



EIP-AGRI Network in a nutshell  
Connecting people - Sharing knowledge - Tackling challenges 

2. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 

Assembly of EU Rural Networks / Steering Group / Subgroup on Innovation 
 

3. EIP-AGRI SERVICE POINT 

Established by DG AGRI in April 2013. 
 

 
 



EIP-AGRI Network – Building Blocks 
Connecting people - Sharing knowledge - Tackling challenges 

Key building blocks: 

 

• Operational Groups 
(RDPs) 

 

• Multi-actor Projects 
(H2020) 

 

• Thematic Networks 
(H2020) 



EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



1. EIP-AGRI Focus Groups  

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/focus-groups


EIP-AGRI Focus Groups 

state of play September 2016 
State of play 

1 
Organic farming – Optimising arable 

yields 

Final report - Factsheet 

Brochure 

2 Protein crops Final report - Brochure 

3 
Animal husbandry – Reducing antibiotic 

use in pig farming 
Final report - Brochure 

4 Genetic resources – Cooperation models 

Final report - Factsheet - 

Brochure 

 

5 
Soil organic matter content in 

Mediterranean regions 
Final report - Factsheet 

6 IPM for brassica Final report 

7 
High Nature Value – Farming 

profitability 
Final report - Factsheet 

8 Mainstreaming precision farming Final report - Factsheet 

9 Profitability of permanent grassland Final report - Factsheet 

10 
Fertiliser efficiency – Focus on 

horticulture in open field 
Final report - Factsheet 

11 
Optimising profitability of crop production 

through Ecological Focus Areas 
Final report 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fg1_organic_farming_final_report_2013_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fg1_organic_farming_final_report_2013_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_factsheet_organic_farming_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fact_sheet_organic_farming_web.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fg2_protein_crops_final_report_2014_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fg2_protein_crops_final_report_2014_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_brochure_proteincrops_2015_en_web.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg3_pig_antibiotics_final_report_2014_en_0.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg3_pig_antibiotics_final_report_2014_en_0.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_brochure_antibiotics_2014_en_web.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_genetic_resources_final_report_2015_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_genetic_resources_final_report_2015_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_genetic_resources_final_report_2015_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_factsheet_genetic_resources_2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-brochure-cooperating-genetic-resources
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_soil_organic_matter_final_report_2015_en_0.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_soil_organic_matter_final_report_2015_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_factsheet_soil_organic_matter_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-group-ipm-brassica-final-report
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-group-high-nature-value-farming-profitability-final-report
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-high-nature-value-farming-profitability
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_focus_group_on_precision_farming_final_report_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_focus_group_on_precision_farming_final_report_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-precision-farming
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-group-permanent-grassland-final-report
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-permanent-grassland
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/node/2314
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-fertiliser-efficiency-focus-horticulture-open-field
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_ecological-focus-areas_final-report_en.pdf


EIP-AGRI Focus Groups 

state of play September 2016 
State of play 

12 
Innovative short food supply chain 

management 
Final report - Factsheet 

13 IPM practices for soil-borne diseases Final report - Factsheet 

14 New entrants into farming Final report - Factsheets 

15 Water & agriculture Final report - Factsheet 

16 
Mixed farming systems: 

Livestock/cash crops 
Ongoing - 2nd meeting held 

17 
Benchmarking farm productivity 

and sustainability performance 
Ongoing - 2nd meeting held 

18 
Livestock emissions – Reducing 

emissions from cattle farming 

Ongoing – 2nd meeting Sept 

2016 

19 Nutrient recycling Ongoing – 2nd meeting in Nov 

20 
Sustainable mobilisation of forest 

biomass 
Ongoing – 2nd in Dec 

21 
Robust and resilient Dairy production 

sytems 
Starting – 1st meeting in Nov 

22 

Agroforestry: introducing woody 

vegetation into specialised crop and 

livestock systems  

Starting – 1st meeting in Dec 

23 Diseases and Pests in Viticulture Starting – 1st meeting in Oct 

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_innovative_food_supply_chain_management_final_report_2015_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-innovative-short-food-supply-chain-management
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_focus_group_on_ipm_practices_for_soil-borne_diseases_final_report_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_focus_group_on_ipm_practices_for_soil-borne_diseases_final_report_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_factsheet_soilborne_diseases_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-group-new-entrants-final-report
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-new-entrants
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-focus-group-water-and-agriculture-final-report
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-factsheet-water-agriculture


2. EIP AGRI workshops and seminars:  
connecting actors and generating ideas for innovation 

 Capacity-building activities: 
 In 2013, 2 Seminars 

 Programming innovation - How to use the Rural Development Toolkit most 
effectively for the implementation of the EIP AGRI (Madrid) 

 Programming Innovation in Rural Development - Linking Innovation and 
Science (Berlin) 

 

 In 2014, Seminar on Launching Operational Groups and EIP 

Networking in Rural Development Programmes (Brussels) 

 

 In 2014, 5 Regional workshops on "Establishing Operational Groups 
under Rural Development Programmes"  

  
 In 2015, Seminar Promoting creativity and learning through 

agricultural knowledge systems and interactive innovation 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



2. EIP AGRI workshops and seminars:  
connecting actors and generating ideas for innovation 

 Capacity-building activities: 
 In 2016: 

 EIP-AGRI Workshop 'Operational Groups: first experiences'  
Specific objectives: 

1. To further improve understanding of the EIP-AGRI principle of interactive innovation. 

2. To exchange ideas and learn from initial experiences of OGs, regarding:  

a. Setting up OG partnerships around concrete projects, tackling farmers' / foresters' needs 

and  

b. Subsequently implementing these projects. 

3. To identify initiatives that are useful to help set up OG projects, including positive experiences of 

addressing the challenges and needs that the first OGs are facing. 

4. To learn about the practical role that EIP-AGRI network support units, MAs, advisers, innovation 

brokers, innovation support services and other networks have in creating a supporting 

environment for Ogs. 

5. To promote the widespread dissemination of the first practical experiences from the OGs. 

EIP-AGRI Network Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/video-operational-groups-first-experiences?stakeholder=3394
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/video-operational-groups-first-experiences?stakeholder=3394
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/video-operational-groups-first-experiences?stakeholder=3394


2. EIP AGRI workshops and seminars:  
connecting actors and generating ideas for innovation 

 Capacity-building activities: 
 In 2016: 

 

 Workshop 'EIP-AGRI Networking and Communication‘ 
Specific objectives: 

1. To identify the diversity of management structures, approaches and activities being used by 

rural networks to support implementation of the EIP-AGRI in the different Member States / 

regions.  

2. To exchange practical experiences and lessons learnt about the specific networking and 

communication tools being used to support implementation of the EIP-AGRI. 

3. To promote the ongoing development and strengthening of network support for full and effective 

implementation of the EIP-AGRI in the current programming period 

 

• Next year…. 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



2. EIP AGRI workshops and seminars:  
connecting actors and generating ideas for innovation 

 Thematic activities: 
 

• How to make protein crops profitable in the EU? 
• Biosecurity 
• Building new biomass supply chains for the bio-based economy 
• Opportunities for Agriculture and Forestry in the circular economy 
• Data revolution: emerging new business models in the agri-food sector 
• Cities and Food – Connecting Consumers and Producers 

 
• Next year…. 

 
 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



3. Toolkit :  
Information on how to set up Operational Group projects 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-brochure-participatory-approaches-agricultural-innovation
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups


4. Website – Interactive functions 

Share Search 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



Subscribe to our monthly newsletter 
Read past newsletters 
Search press articles and press releases 
 

Information on workshops, Focus Groups 
and other events organised by DG AGRI 
European calendar – upcoming events 
related to the EIP network 

News Events 

4. Website – Information online 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



Register on the website and advertise your project results 

Frequently asked 
questions 

Ask a question or 
provide feedback 

4. Website – Get involved 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 



• Multipliers tool-kit 
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/node/46  
 

• Discussion forum 
• Interface to be translated 
• Multimedia 
• More powerful search functions 

 
Register on the website and start 

searching the network today. 
 

www.eip-agri.eu  

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 

4. Website – What else ? 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/node/46
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/node/46
http://www.eip-agri.eu/
http://www.eip-agri.eu/
http://www.eip-agri.eu/


 
4.  Website: Benefit from… 

 

Promote and develop your 
– innovative ideas and inspiring examples 

– information on projects and project ideas 

Share and use 

– A wide selection of tools 

– research needs 

– Ideas for Operational groups 

Find 
– People working on the same topic – 

potential partners 

– Operational Groups 

– Funding opportunities 

 

 

EIP-AGRI Network - Activities 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/news/managing-organic-carbon-content-reducing-climate-change-effects
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/ict-tools-water-right-markets
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/innovative-use-emerging-technologies-improve-pig-production-efficiency
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/funding-opportunities


EIP-AGRI Network  & NRNs 
  Connecting people - Sharing knowledge - Tackling challenges 

• Complementarity 
 

• Cooperation 
– Dissemination of EIP-AGRI outcomes: vice versa 
especially EIP-AGRI Focus Groups outcomes: crucial for achieving the 
EIP-AGRI objectives and need to reach/inspire Operational Groups on the 
ground 

 
– Provision of Good practices and inspirational ideas 
some good practices already in place in some MS 
 

• Mutual support 
 
 



Thank you for your attention! 

servicepoint@eip-agri.eu  
 
+32 2 543 73 48 
 
EIP-AGRI Service Point 
Avenue de la Toison d’Or 72 
1060 Brussel  
Belgium 
 
www.eip-agri.eu  
Register today! 

http://www.eip-agri.eu/
http://www.eip-agri.eu/
http://www.eip-agri.eu/

